
Unit 3 · Evidence & the Past · Grammar focus 4 Use with Lesson 9 (or Lesson 10) 

U N I T  3  ·  G R A M M A R  F O C U S  4  

What does the source say? 

According to Source A…  ·  It says the speed was “excessive”. 

 

 
Notice: Report it or quote it 

There are two ways to use a source in your writing. Both use Source A from Lesson 8. 

RE P O RT  IT :  YO UR  WO R D S  QU OT E IT :  T H E S OU RC E ’ S W ORD S  

Source A says that Titanic was going too fast. 

According to Source A, the lookout was not 
good enough. 

Source A says the speed was “excessive”. 

According to Source A, Titanic was travelling at 
“about 22 knots”. 

use this to explain the main idea use this for the key words: your best evidence  

S A Y S  O R  S A I D ?  

The source says …  (today) 

Fleet said …  (in 1912) 

 PU N C T U A T I O N  

A few words: … was “excessive”. 

A whole sentence: Fleet said, “We could have seen it a bit 
sooner.” 

Key idea: quote only the words you need. Copy them exactly, inside “ ”. 

 
Practice: Use the source’s words 

Read the quotes from Lesson 8. Complete sentences 1–4 with the exact words. In 5, use your own 
words. 

F R O M  L E S S O N  8  
A   the inquiry report:  “about 22 knots”  ·  “excessive”  ·  “No directions were given to reduce speed.” 
C   Fleet, the lookout:  “We could have seen it a bit sooner.” 
E   the other ship:  “Say, old man, we are stopped and surrounded by ice.” 

 

1   According to Source A, Titanic was travelling at “________________________”. 

2   Source A says that the speed was “____________________” for the conditions. 

3   Fleet said that they could have seen the iceberg “________________________”. 

4   Source E shows that the Californian was “________________________________________”. 

5   Report “No directions were given to reduce speed.” in your own words. 

According to Source A,  __________________________________________________________________________  



Unit 3 · Evidence & the Past · Grammar focus 4 Use with Lesson 9 (or Lesson 10) 

 
Fix it   Each sentence has one mistake. Write it again correctly. 

6   Source A says the speed was excessive. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

7   Source E says the Californian was “stopped because of the ice”. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

8   Fleet said “We could have seen it a bit sooner.” 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

 
Your turn: Report and quote Source G 

Read Source G from Lesson 9. Write three sentences. Quote only the words you need. 

 
J. Bruce Ismay, 1912. Public 
domain. 

 

S O U R C E  G :  BR U C E  I S M A Y ,  H E A D  O F  T H E  C O M PA N Y ,  1 9 1 2  
“The ship never had been at full speed.” 
“She had not all her boilers on.” 
[Not all the boilers were working, so the ship did not have all its power.] 

 

 

9   Report it: Source G says that  __________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

10   Quote it: According to Source G, the ship  _____________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

11   Quote a whole sentence: Ismay said,  _________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

Check: exact words · only the words you need · “ ” · says (the source) or said (the person). 


